
Friday 18th October 2024               Volume 23, Issue 4 

We are now racing towards half term. What a busy term it has been! It was wonderful to support our PTFA today 

by taking part in their ‘spooktacular mufti’ event. School was a little terrifying today! I also hope that you will pick 

up some sweet treats at the end of the day from the PTFA stall. The final week of this half term promises to be 

incredibly busy too so please take note of the dates on the final page of this newsletter so that you don’t miss out. 

 
Whole School Handball Event 

On Monday 21st October, we are hosting a whole school handball event. All pupils will be invited to take part in 

this so will need to come to school in their PE kits. I have arranged for a text reminder to be send out to families for 

this. We always love these whole school sporting events and send thanks to Mr Peacock and Argyle Community 

Trust for organising them.  

 
Centrepoint Mufti Day 

Next Friday (25th October), we will be holding a mufti day in aid of the charity ‘Centrepoint’. 2 of our wonderful 

Year 6 pupils (Lola and Isla) have arranged this event in aid of this charity. I am always keen to support pupils in 

their charitable acts and thank them for modelling thinking of others to us all. Lola and Isla have asked for pupils 

to make a donation on this day for wearing their own clothes. All the money raised will be given to Centrepoint so 

that they can continue their work for young people in preventing homelessness. More information about the 

charity can be found here: Centrepoint | Home 

 

Donations will be made via School Money. 

 
Harvest festival 

We are celebrating harvest in school on 23rd October. Following my letter last week, we are accepting donations 

in school to support this celebration. Please send in your donations before 23rd October so that we are able to 

include these in our celebrations and prepare them for donation to St Paul’s Church.  

 
Tempest Individual Photos 

On Thursday 24th October we are being visited by Tempest Photography to take individual photos of all pupils. 

We will open up early on this day so that we can take photos of sibling groups (for families with children who do 

not attend our school). Siblings who all attend will have their group photo taken during the morning. More 

information about this will be send out to families on Monday.  

 
Parents’ Evening 

On Tuesday and Thursday next week, we will be hosting our first parents’ evenings for this academic year. 80% of 

families have already booked their appointments (which is brilliant!). If you haven’t booked yours yet, please do 

so following the link within your email. If you are having problems, get in contact with the school office and we will 

be able to help you. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend.  

 

Welcome from Mr Lewis-Cole 

Together we are inspiring a community with a 
bright future. 

Resilience, Collaboration, Responsibility, Bravery, Communication, Self-belief 

https://centrepoint.org.uk/


Attendance  
We know that regular and punctual attendance 

Puffins 79.8 

Coral 88.2 

Seahorses 94.3 

Oysters 91.3 

Mussels 90.4 

Starfish 90.4 

Turtles 95.7 

Sunfish 96.3 

Otters 97.0 

Dolphins 98.3 

Anglerfish 96.7 

Orca 98.1 

Angel Shark 91.7 

Rays 95.7 

Key Stage 2 Foundation &  

Key Stage 1 

The highest class 

attendance last week 

goes to... 

Seahorses in FS/KS1 

Dolphins in KS2 

On Time Octopus 
winning class: 

Seahorses 

Punctuality Penguin 
winning class: 

Otters 

Things to talk about at 

home…  

• Do you believe 

Amazon’s decision is 

fair? Talk to someone 

at home, do they 

agree? 

• Do you think you might 

prefer working from 

home, or from a 

workplace with others? 

Why? 



Our orchestra had a great last practice before 

their first performance at our Harvest Festival 

which is scheduled for Wednesday. We sorted 

out our performance positions and thought 

about our balance of sound. This is the largest 

our school orchestra has been in its 18 years. 

We had a lot of musicians to fit in.  

Year 5 have had a great week making 

minor  and major chords to 

accompany their new round. Our 

students had to listen carefully when 

they needed to change the chord.  

Our intermediate recorder group 

worked on our new piece, the 

Rumba, ready for orchestra this 

week. There are some tricky rhythms 

which they have all enjoyed 

playing.  



Our Year 3 flautists have made a great 

start in their instrumental lessons. Both 

students first learnt the recorder which is 

a great stepping stone to learn the flute. 

The guitar is a popular choice for many of 

our music students. Many have played in 

assembly and have joined our orchestra to 

enable them to apply their skills. 

Luna gave a fantastic 

performance in our music 

assembly this week. She played 

with confidence and rhythm. 

This week, year 5 musicians performed a 

Halloween piece called Witches' 

Cauldron in our musical assembly. They 

had arranged, rehearsed and organised 

their own performance with a dramatic 

twist at end.  



This week, Year 4 learned about food 

chains and food webs and considered 

the impact of a species disappearing 

from them. We discussed the roles of 

producers and consumers and whether 

they were predators or prey and 

herbivores, omnivores or carnivores. 

During the lesson, we worked in groups 

creating our own food chains and food 

webs. 

Year One has thoroughly enjoyed their geography 

unit, "Where We Live Within Our Local Community." As 

part of this exploration, we’ve delved into the seasons 

and weather changes in the United Kingdom. 

Recently, we embarked on an "Autumn Walk" around 

the school grounds to witness the transformations 

happening in our environment. Using our senses, we 

immersed ourselves in the beauty of the season. We 

listened to the crunch of leaves, looked at 

the sycamore trees and observed the seeds falling 

from their branches as well as smelling the sweet 

lemon mint in the playground.  

We are super proud of all the children and how well 

they have adjusted into Year One life!  



Over the last two weeks, Year 6 have been 

investigating how we see colour and the light spectrum. 

We have had a lot of fun using prisms to recreate Isaac 

Newton's experiment  to prove that light is made up of 

the seven colours of the rainbow, as well as making and 

using motors to spin colour wheels at a high speed to 

show has all of the colours of light merge together to 

make the white light that we see. As well as this, we 

have been using our scientific vocabulary to explain our 

observations and justify our opinions.  

In maths, Year 1 have been ordering 

numbers and enjoying working 

independently to record this. 



We are Readers 
 

New School Librarians 

This week, we conducted interviews for the position of 

school librarian and were thrilled by the overwhelming number of applications and the 

enthusiasm shown by our pupils. Those shortlisted for interviews impressed us with their 

passion for reading and their desire to inspire a love of books in others. 

 

After a highly competitive selection process, we are pleased to announce that 15 students 

from Years 4 to 6 have been chosen as our new school librarians. Their training will begin 

next week with Mrs. Low, Mrs. Forster, and a representative from the School Library Service. 

Thank you to everyone who expressed interest and demonstrated such enthusiasm for this 

role! 

 

Christmas Book Fair! 

We are excited to announce that our annual Christmas Book Fair is coming soon, bringing 

a fantastic selection of new children’s books for you to browse and purchase! 

 

Dates: Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th, and Thursday 28th November 

Time: 3:25 – 3:45 pm 

Location: School staff room 

 

Keep an eye out for more information, which will be shared soon! 

 

The Findalots Library Challenge: Sparking a love of reading and learning - The Findalots 

Library Challenge: Sparking a love of reading and learning - Plymouth 

 

Halloween Arts and Crafts Activities at Plymouth Central Library 

From Saturday 26th October, there will be a Halloween themed treasure hunt taking place 

at the Central Library every day during the school holidays plus other fun arts and crafts 

events. Please see the flyer for additional information. 

 

Happy reading. 

https://library.plymouth.gov.uk/-/the-findalots-are-back-
https://library.plymouth.gov.uk/-/the-findalots-are-back-


If you have recently changed any contact 

information (phone number, address etc) 

please let the school know so that we can 

update our records. We have added a sim-

ple online form to our website which you 

can complete (in seconds) to notify us of 

any changes. 







Dates for your diaries: 
18.10.2024  PTFA Spooky Mufti 

21.10.2024  Whole School Sport - Handball 

Wb 21.10.2024  Parents Evenings 

23.10.2024  Harvest Festival 

25.10.2024  Centre Point Mufti 

24.10.2024  Year 1 & 2 Reading event 3pm 

Wb 28.10.2024  Half term 

4.11.2024   Non Pupil Day 

20.11.2024  Year 5 NMA Trip 

22.11.2024  PTFA Christmas Fair and Light  

    Switch on 

25.11.2024  Flu Vaccinations 

16.12.2024  Whole School Sport - Football 

17.12.2024  Carol Service 

20.12.2024  Christmas Lunch 

20.12.2024  PTFA Festive Mufti & Parties 

23.12.2024  Start of Christmas break 

6.1.2025   Non Pupil Day 

Bernice Terrace, Lipson, Plymouth, PL4 7HW 

01752 224801 

 www.lvps.co.uk 

 lipson.vale.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 
Lipson Vale Primary 

Last week we celebrated National Poetry week together. The theme this year was 

‘counting’ and we experienced examples of poetry which included this theme. Pupils were 

then invited to produce poetry of their own. 

 

This week, we recognised National Recycle Week by reading the story ‘Ada’s Violin’; an 

uplifting true story of a recycled orchestra. The theme this year was centered around 

rescuing recyclable items from landfill.  

 
What could you repurpose instead of throwing away? 

https://www.lvps.co.uk/lunches
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=logout&version=20190314

